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    Abstract
Oesophageal perforations and anastomotic leaks are associated with high morbidity and mortality. Endoscopic vacuum therapy (EVT) is a promising novel treatment that promotes healing and avoids sepsis. There are no data reporting its use in the UK. We report the first British experience of EVT in two elderly frail patients. Two patients were treated in our institution with EVT using Eso-SPONGE®. One patient had spontaneous oesophageal perforation and the other had anastomotic leakage post-Merendino oesophageal reconstruction (oesophagogastric continuity with jejunal interposition anastomosis). Both patients were over 65 years of age. One patient had 13 endoscopic Eso-SPONGE® exchanges over 8 weeks, while the other one had 6 exchanges over 4 weeks. Complete resolution of oesophageal leakage was achieved in both cases. EVT should be considered in the management of patients with oesophageal perforations and postoperative leaks. This novel therapeutic intervention has the potential to significantly reduce morbidity and mortality in these patients.
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