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Inflammatory bowel diseases (IBD), comprising ulcerative colitis (UC) and Crohn’s disease (CD), are chronic inflammatory conditions reported to be increasing in incidence and prevalence in high-income and newly industrialised countries.1 The diagnosis and management of IBD have evolved over decades. The diagnosis of UC is conventionally suspected by patient history, confirmed on endoscopy and supported by histological analysis. However, the diagnosis of CD depends on the location of the disease and thus ease of access for confirmatory histology. Some patients with endoscopically inaccessible disease rely on cross-sectional imaging such as CT or magnetic resonance enterography (MRE) and wireless capsule endoscopy, all of which have been reported to have high accuracy.2 3

The sensitivity and specificity of MRE as a single modality are high, not only in the diagnosis of new and recurrent CD in terms of the longitudinal extent and location of the disease,4 but also correlate significantly with inflammation within the fibrotic segments, on histological assessment of CD-related strictures.5 It is also useful for detecting and quantifying the degree of established bowel damage.6 Therefore, the European Crohn’s and Colitis guidelines7 recommend MRE as a reliable test and is now routinely used in clinical practice. It does however have some limitations. It is expensive, requires advanced infrastructure, inconvenient for patients (requiring an additional hospital visit during which >1 L of oral contrast must be consumed followed by a 30–40 min scan, which some find claustrophobic), burdensome for healthcare systems and requires expertise to interpret the images.
In recent years, intestinal ultrasound (IUS) has emerged as a reliable, cost-effective, non-invasive, time-efficient test, making it an attractive alternative tool for diagnosis and follow-up of patients with CD. This technique is used extensively by non-radiologist clinicians in continental Europe, Canada and Australia to manage patients with CD, but has … 
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