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We read with much interest the retrospective analysis of serum ammonia tests performed in a large healthcare system.1 The authors describe a sizeable proportion of the serum ammonia tests as ‘inappropriately ordered’, and hence to be avoided. They argue that this is particularly the case in patients with hepatic encephalopathy but do acknowledge two conditions that warrant testing: acute liver failure (ALF) and urea cycle disorders (UCDs). These indications accounted for just 0.9% of the tests reviewed.
We agree that unnecessary medical intervention should be avoided but see two important points where the authors are overshooting:
	Aby et al see any use of serum ammonia outside of ALF and UCDs as … 
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