





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BSG  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Frontline Gastroenterology]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	CME/CPD
	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	CME/CPD
	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BSG  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 13, Issue 6 
	Women in gastroenterology: the UK trainee experience


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Training matters


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Original research


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Women in gastroenterology: the UK trainee experience
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Sonika Sethi1, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0003-1026-3173Aditi Kumar1, 
	Jennifer Clough2, 
	Srivathsan Ravindran3, 
	Rebecca Harris4, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0002-1192-9910Philip Harvey1, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0002-1162-9555Suneil Raju5, 
	Matthew James Brookes1,6, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0003-1056-5841Charlotte S Rutter7, 
	Helen Steed1,6

	[bookmark: aff-1]
1
Department of Gastroenterology, The Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust, Wolverhampton, UK


	[bookmark: aff-2]
2
Gastroenterology, Guys & St Thomas NHS Trust, London, UK


	[bookmark: aff-3]
3
St Mark's Academic Institute, London, UK


	[bookmark: aff-4]
4
NIHR Nottingham Digestive Diseases Biomedical Research Unit, Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust, Nottingham, UK


	[bookmark: aff-5]
5
Academic Unit of Gastroenterology, Royal Hallamshire Hospital, Sheffield, UK


	[bookmark: aff-6]
6
School of Medicine and Clinical Practice, Faculty of Sciences and Engineering, University of Wolverhampton, Wolverhampton, UK


	[bookmark: aff-7]
7
Gastroenterology, Cambridge University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, Cambridge, UK



	Correspondence to
 Dr Aditi Kumar, Department of Gastroenterology, The Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust, Wolverhampton, UK; aditikumar{at}nhs.net





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Introduction Compared with other medical specialties, there are lower numbers of female trainees and lower rates of flexible working in gastroenterology. This study aims to examine the experience of male and female trainees to understand specialty demographics and the experience of training.

Methods Gastroenterology training data were obtained from the British Society of Gastroenterology (BSG) trainee surveys from 2014, 2018 and 2020, and from the Royal College of Physicians Medical Workforce unit between 2011 and 2019. Data on endoscopy measures from 2011 to 2021 were obtained from the Joint Advisory Group (JAG) on gastrointestinal endoscopy, including the JAG Endoscopy training system and the National Endoscopy Database. Data were segregated and compared by gender.

Results The percentage of female gastroenterology trainees remains at around 40%, largely unchanged over the previous decade. From the BSG trainee survey, 29.5% of women have flexible working patterns compared with 2.6% of men (p<0.001), which is lower than other medical specialties. Less than half of female trainees felt confident about their job prospects once they qualify. A greater proportion of male than female trainees achieved provisional colonoscopy certification during training (55% vs 45%, p=0.005) and female trainees took longer to certify than male trainees (63 months vs 56 months, p=0.004). The total length of training time from primary medical qualification to consultancy was the same for men and women.

Conclusion Changes must be addressed from a national and institutional level to address equitable access to national training programmes and equality of outcome for male and female trainees.
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