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	INTESTINAL BACTERIA

Introduction
A 53-year-old man was referred by his general practitioner with a 6-month history of rectal bleeding, mucous, diarrhoea and abdominal pain. There was associated tenesmus and urgency. He gave a history of alcohol excess and depression. Having spent his childhood in Mexico, he had lived in the UK throughout his adult life. He had been in a stable same-sex relationship for the past 7 years.
Examination revealed a tender right-sided inguinal lymph node. Rectal examination demonstrated a perianal skin tag but no other abnormality. The remainder of his clinical examination was normal.



  




Stool cultures, Clostridioides difficile testing and rectal swabs for Chlamydia and Gonorrhoea were negative. A faecal calprotectin was indeterminate at 73 µg/g. Routine blood … 
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