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Key points
	There is no ‘6-month abstinence’ rule for patients with alcohol-related liver disease in the UK.

	Cannabis use is not an absolute contraindication for referral for transplant assessment.

	Whether a new transplant centre should be a UK funding priority is currently debatable.

	The advent of machine perfusion will increase the number of available grafts for transplantation.

	Pregnancy is possible for patients post-transplant and should be discussed on a case-by-case basis.



Introduction
The first #FGDebates of 2021 tackled ‘Controversies in liver transplantation’ in a double-header inspired by the recent liver transplantation guidelines.1 2 The debates stimulated much discussion with nearly 900 tweets from over 100 participants across the two debates. This fantastic interaction generated a cumulative 3.7 million impressions worldwide with both debates ranking in the top 5 #FGDebates of all time for total impressions made. In this article, we aim to discuss the key discussion points from each of the #FGDebates.

Assessing patients with alcohol use disorders
Liver transplantation for patients with alcohol use disorders (AUDs) has historically been viewed as a controversial area for both the general public and healthcare profession. This was largely due to the perceived ‘self-inflicted’ component and the risk of recidivism post-transplant.3 However, the majority of our attendees felt that it was the correct time to assess our patient with an AUD (figure 1) and alcohol-related liver disease remains the most common aetiology at registration for liver transplantation in the UK with good long-term outcomes.4 A common misconception is that patients require a period of 6 months abstinence prior to referral for assessment. While a period of 3 months abstinence may demonstrate the potential for recompensation, there is no absolute rule for abstinence duration prior to assessment in the UK other than patients must be abstinent.1 However, these patients should be assessed for their individual risk of return to drinking and should … 
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