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    Abstract
Evidence is emerging that inflammatory bowel diseases (IBDs) are becoming increasingly prevalent in developing countries, altering the previously held view that these were diseases of the West. Within this is a substantial increase in the burden of this disease in India, a matter of great importance to the country itself as well as in furthering our understanding of the disease. There is comparatively less data on this, both from the epidemiological standpoint as well as on disease pathogenesis in this particular cohort and is very much a subject matter of evolving understanding and research. This article aims to look at the changing global distribution of the disease and its implications. The Indian disease phenotype, and the aetiology of disease development will also be addressed with particular focus on differing pathogenetic processes in the Indian subpopulation, with consideration of what clues may be offered by the increasing incidence of the disease in this developing nation. Available evidence will be evaluated with the objective of providing a comprehensive overview of the development of IBD in India.
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